Product Report II
Critical Components of Instructional Strategies
Sequence of Instruction:
The instruction will be planned and presented in a logical format the exactly corresponds with the chronological steps necessary to execute the main goal of the instructional module. The successful execution of the main goal of this module does require chronological tasks that follow chronological steps and sub-steps. Therefore, the sequence of instruction of the module will mirror those steps.  The learners will be provided will all critical components of instruction in simple concise steps.  The module will begin with a brief introduction and informing the learner of the objectives. 

Informing the Learner of the Goal:

The learners will be informed of the overall goal of the module during the introduction.  The learner will then be informed of the specific objectives, presented in appropriate language, of the module the beginning of the module.  During lessons the objectives of that particular section will be restated in a short and concise manner.  

Attention of the Learner:
The learner’s attention will be held by concise chunks of information that will be followed with brief summaries and mini self-assessments to check for understanding.  Attention will also be held by simple visuals that will be presented only when needed.  Visuals will be added as an enhancement when deemed effective and appropriate.  The visuals will be carefully chosen to correspond with text and important information.  Another factor that lends itself to holding the learners attention may be considered an affective quality. The learners, for quite a while, have felt frustrated with the fact that they haven’t mastered the skills and knowledge associated with the module content.  In other words, the content of the instruction will be perceived as extremely useful and applicable to the learners, therefore their more apt to pay close attention.  

Presenting the Problem:
The problem will be stated briefly at the beginning of the module.  A brief explanation will then be presented that will state the steps that will need to be taken to solve the problem.  The lessons will contain the information needed for the learners to overcome the problem.  The self-assessments at the end of each lesson will give the learners an indicator is they are addressing the problem. 

Structure and Content of Instruction:

A.  Title:  A title page will be provided will very a very brief chunk of information simply to orient the learner.  A catchy title will be created to gain learner interest while trying to establish a personal connection and create a positive attitude toward importance of content.  This print manual will be utilized as in resource in the classrooms.  Therefore, the title page will lend itself for the learners to access it easily in the future by clearly stating the content. Because of this, the catchy title will be used as a sub-title.

B.  Table of Contents:  A table of contents will be provided after the title page to list contents of instruction.  Again, this information will be presented in a clear, concise manner for ease of use and effective future reference for the learners.  The table of contents will reflect the division of the lessons and the corresponding page number that it could be found on.  
C. Introduction: The introduction will inform the learner of the objectives and briefly orient them to the format of the instruction.  
D.  Summary:   A brief summary will be provided at the end of each lesson within the content.  The summary will highlight the main points of the lesson content to encourage organization and integration of information.    
E.  Instructional Materials:  The instruction will be presented in a print manual format.  There will be some visuals/graphics as needed.  The instructional materials will be organized sequentially and chronologically in the sense that the steps that the learner will have to complete in the performance context will be mirrored in the module content.  The instructional materials will be segmented into lessons or sections in the most logical manner to provide the most effective instructional flow based on the performance objectives.  Each section will be concluded with a brief summary and a self-assessment, where the learner will check for understanding.  Instructions will be provided to the learner as to what to do next.  At the appropriate section of the materials the learners will be instructed to use the cart and the laptops to follow the remaining steps, as working with the equipment hands-on is the ideal learning situation.  However, graphics that represent each piece of the equipment presented in various situations will be duplicated exactly in case the learner uses the instructional module at a time when access to the cart in not possible.  
F.  Assessments: Brief self-assessments (review questions) will be presented at the end of each section or lesson.  After the module content is presented the learner will then move to the assessment section. The assessment items will be based on each performance objective.  There will be some assessment items that are a performance based checklist items.  These items will require performing the step on the actual equipment.  The performance checklist based assessment items will be used during the summative assessment as it will help the learning to maintain and transfer the content of the module.  The self-check assessment items will utilize a graphic that is parallel to the actual equipment.  This will help to maintain an ease of flow for the instruction as well.  The assessment section will provide clear instructions on where the learner can locate the answers.  
G.  SOI Tools:  The module content will follow the SOI model of presentation. This models acts as an organizational tool or a metacognitive strategy for the learner. The first aspect of the SOI model is for the learner to Select the relevant information to be learned.  Overall, being that this is a micro-design module most of the content is pre-selected for the learner as being relevant. I was able to incorporate this overall but not include any extraneous information in the module content. Also I will use very simple strategies such as bold headings, underlining important steps, italicizing, changing colors, using all capital letters or adding a visual to indicate very important information. Evidence of this can be seen throughout the instruction.   I will use phrases like “Ok, this is very important” and “remember”.  This allows the learner to know when information is very important and will need to be remembered or used again in the future.  
The Organization of the information will also be very simple.  I will keep the format of the presentation of the content very consistent.  I will begin each lesson with the objectives listed then move into presenting the information then the visual supports if needed, the summary, then the review.  I will keep the same font and not use too much visual stimuli, again so that the learner is able to easily focus on the important information.  This module will not use multimedia as a delivery method.  However, this information could be very easily transferred in a media source.  I would use the same organization if a multimedia delivery method were to be used.  The intention of the organization will be to keep it very simple.  I will use spacing to chunk the content in to very manageable amounts of information.  I will add visual supports where it is needed and appropriate but I will be careful not to add visual details just for “interest” or aesthetics.  Visual supports will be as natural and will only appear to support the selection and integration of the information.    If steps are required in sequence I will provide the order 1st, 2nd, 3rd and so on.  
The Integration will be done by connecting the content information to learner’s prior knowledge as well as to make it personally meaningful to them.  With this particular content the integration will come by making the information useful to the learner.  In other words, as the learner is moving through the module they will be able to clearly see how they can use the information in their classrooms.  I will also provide the learner with some strategies for maintaining and transferring some information.  For example, if you were to just scan over a page of the lessons you would be able to easily pick out the information that is important to know and remember.  I also will provide the learner with a few helpful techniques.  For instance, to memorize the combination locks I instruct the learner repeat it 3-5 times. Some learners may choose to write it down if they are more kinesthetic.  I will encourage the learners to use the highlighter as a tool to integration information that is important and meaningful to them.  I will provided a simple cognitive strategy for remember information such as the e icon is Explorer-Internet Explorer and W = Word for Microsoft Word.  When opportunities for added supports like that are appropriate I will use them.  Simple language will be used as technological jargon will only serve to confuse and frustrate the learners, while maintaining the appropriate language for the context.  The content will include very minimal humor and personal connection as the learner/needs analysis revealed that would be a positive component to allow the learners to integrate the information provided.  
(See Performance objectives and assessment items in Appendix C)
Teaching and Assessing the Terminal Objective:
The terminal objective will be taught through the entire module content.  The terminal objective will be subdivided into sections that are created logically based on the needs assessment analysis as well as the content of the performance objectives.  The division into sections will allow the material and content to be very easily understood.  The terminal objective will be assessed at the end of the module.  The assessment instrument will be created using each performance objective. The assessment items may vary in type depending on the performance objective.  Taken as a whole, the assessment instrument presented at the end of the instructional materials will serve to assess the terminal objective.  

(See Assessment items in Appendix C) 
